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CHILDREN WITH GIFTS FROM OUR VISITORS 

In 2008 Students from Munich Technical University were 

tasked with designing an Eco friendly inspired building for 

the children from Brak en Jan. Finance for the project was 

raised in Germany and in April 2009 they came and built our 

school. It is inspiring to see what has been achieved in the 

last ten years. I am sure that there were many people in Eu-

rope who would have been concerned  spending R1.5M. 

Since 2009, we have a new kitchen, a treehouse, trampoline, 

water harvesting, artificial grass, a new library, computer 

chromebooks for the R Class Children, Wi-Fi , a state of the 

art photocopier (donated by Diverso) , a covered sandpit  

area and have extensively re-landscaped the garden. In 2015 

Mercedes donated a 23 Seater Minibus to transport the chil-

dren from the farms and outlying areas, replacing a very old 

second hand Kombi which we had inherited from another 

charity. We have also had a wonderful mentor Else from 

Masikhule who worked with the teachers. 

We work with the Learning Initiative to enhance the 4-5 year 

olds learning experience as well their parents. We also have 

two Reading Schemes, The Kagiso Readers (donated by 

Helderberg Sunrise Rotary Club) and The Reading Eggs 

Online program, Registration sponsored by the Click Founda-

tion, the chrome-books privately sponsored. 

We have wonderful sponsors, Chempac and the Thomas 

Family Trust who boost the teachers salaries, We also have 

so many private individuals who sponsor Food, Fresh Fruit 

and Vegetables, Meat, Clothes ,Toys and equipment for the 

children and school. This year we announce two new part-

nerships with Somerset College and Hemel-op-Aarde. 

And now in January 2019 the Department has officially rec-

ognised us by awarding us an Official Department of Educa-

tion status for our R Class. What a ten years.  

APRIL 2009 

THE BUILDING TAKING SHAPE 

 

THE PLANS 

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS SINCE 

OUR BUILD. 

Building Commenced  April 2009 

Official Opening Nov 2009 



      2019  SCHOOL CLASS PHOTOS  

NATASHA 3—4 YEAR OLDS 

ABIGAIL 4-5 YEAR OLDS  

SHALENE AND IRMA AND 

SOME OF OUR INFANTS 

Mearle our Level 5 Principal and her 

daughter Kelly are the teachers of our 

New Official Department of Education R 

ASHLIN WHO IS OUR EDUCARE PRACTICAL 

COLLEGE STUDENT FOR 18 MONTHS 

OUR BRAK EN JAN TEAM 2019 

      ASHLIN 

NICOLETTE 



HEMEL OP AARDE PROJECT. 

The Hemel op Aarde  project is a school readiness pro-

gramme that has started at the school in January 2019. 

The vision of the project is to see South Africa changed 

through the impact of educated and loved children. 

Perceptual reading, mathematical and life skills are support-

ed through the programme in accordance with the CAPS sys-

tem used in South African Schools. Both our Grade RR and R 

classes are involved. The Western Cape Education Depart-

ment have proclaimed their support for the programme. 

Workbooks are supplied and each lesson includes the devel-

opment of perceptual skills, language, life skills and mathe-

matical skills. The children love working on practical tasks 

and with the workbooks. Parents can also enjoy seeing the 

progress their children are making. 

Weekly teacher training improves the teacher’s ability to use 

the supplied guide as well as helping them organise their les-

sons. Our teachers are enjoying the programme. 

The progress of the children are being checked/measured 

using the education department tests and annual ANA tests. 

The first tests are taking place in May 2019. 

Many thanks to all those at Hemel op Aarde. We are doing 

everything we can to give our children the best opportuni-

ties before they go to Primary School. 

This is another programme which will have a huge impact 

on them as well as a wonderful aid for our teachers. 

 



WONDERFUL DONATION FROM LIONS 

CLUB HANNOVER HOHES UFER 

On April 8th we received a wonderful donation of 

1000 Euros from the Lions Club of  Hannover Hohes 

Ufer. 

Oliver Daelen from  the Lions Club visited Brak en Jan 

with his family and also Mark and Claudia from 

Southern Cross Guest House to hand over the dona-

tion.  

Brak en Jan  has decided to use the donation to build 

another Wendy House. The two buildings will enable 

The Computer Reading Eggs Classes and the Learning 

Initiative to work at the same time. As well as the 

opportunity to work with children in small groups 

from the R and RR Classes. 

Mark, Claudia, Oliver, Julia and their girls, Marie and 

Pauline also brought some Easter Eggs for the chil-

dren. Lots of happy faces in R Class. 

SOMEREST COLLEGE READING PROGRAMME. 

Brak en Jan has had a long association with Somerset 

College. Last year Sandi Theron approached us re-

garding a reading programme for our children. 

The purpose of the programme is for their children to 

spend time with the Grade R class, engaging with 

them as well as reading to the children. 

The pupils also give books to the children to take 

home so that they can start their own library. 

The aim of the college is to also meet with parents of 

the Grade R class to talk on how to read and the im-

portance of reading. 

Many thanks to the college for their support, it is 

much appreciated. 

OLIVER,(LIONS CLUB)  GIDEON, MEARLE,      

CHRISTA ,ROBERT AT PRESENTATION 

OLIVER, JULIA, MARIE, 

PAULINE WITH MARK AND 

CLAUDIA. 

 

THANK YOU FOR OUR EGGS. 

SOMERSET COLLEGE VISIT 

PUPILS WITH SOME GOODIES 

FOR THE CHILDREN 



"The Learning Initiative (TLI) is off to 
a great start this year at Brak en Jan. 
Sixteen children take part in our 
groups and in only 6 sessions we are 
already seeing progress. All parents 
of the 4-5 year old class were invited 
to attend our parent workshop 
which took place on the 9th of 
March. We had 17 parents attend 
the workshop which is far more than 
we have had previously. While par-
ents waited for the workshop to 
start they got to practice a few activ-
ities that they can do at home to 
promote fine motor abilities (the 
small muscle of the hand) and con-
cept (colour, number shape and 
body) development. The workshop 
focused on how to promote early 
learning at home. A huge thanks to 
parents and Abigail for attending and 
helping to make our workshop a suc-
cess. We look forward to what more 
2019 holds!"  

THE LEARNING INITIATIVE  

WORKSHOP MARCH 2019 

A massive thank you  To Amy , Suzelle and the 

Learning    Initiative.  It is so important that we 

work with the parents at this early stage of the 

children’s education. It was wonderful to see so 

many parents there on the course. 

We were able to transport them on the day. 

AMY AND SUZELLE 

PARENTS ON THE COURSE 

IN THE LIBRARY WITH SOME CHILDREN 



SOME THEMES AND ACTIVITIES THIS TERM 

 

READING OUTSIDE WITH KELLY READING EGGS NOW STARTED WITH NEW LEARNERS 

IN THE INFANT CLASS 
ALL DONE  

THEME  MY HOME  SAFETY 

IN THE HOUSE 

THE SEASONS AUTUMN 

THEME—ROAD SAFETY 



 VISIT TO GIRAFFE WORLD  APRIL 2019 

Brak en Jan’s first outing of the school year was to               

Giraffe House. Our R Class and RR Class went on the vis-

it. They were on the edge of their seats as our Guide 

told them about various mammals and reptiles including  

a Bull Frog, Bearded Dragon and various snakes includ-

ing a Royal Python and Brown Common Python. They 

were then shown them, some of the  boys leapt out of 

their seats when they saw the snakes ! 

The children then went on a walk to see among many 

animals, Warthogs, Crocodiles, Elands, Bontebok, 

Springbok and Giraffe. As well as Monkeys, Parrots and 

Goats who the children fed. 

Then it was time for lunch and the short trip home with 

many memories. 

LUNCH BOXES FROM 

CHRISTA 

TOUCHING THE 

SNAKE 

FEEDING THE VERY HUNGRY GOAT 

GIRAFFE TO CHILDREN… 

”I CAN SEE YOU “ 

VERY ATTENTIVE AUDIENCE 

THE BULL FROG 



JANUARY 2019 OUR NEW OFFICIAL  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION R CLASS  

We are very pleased to have been approached by 

the Department of Education to become an offi-

cial D of E sponsored R Class. We have always fol-

lowed the Curiculum but will now get support for 

all the materials that  are required as well as  fi-

nancial assistance for expenses and  teachers sala-

ry. We thank them for their confidence in our 

School, Principal, Teachers and Board. 

A RECEPTION CLASS DAY 

Many parents and visitors are interested 

in what happens on a day.  

Our driver picks up the children on three journeys 

starting at 0630Hrs. The Children come from the 

local Wine Farms, Firgrove and Macassar. 

On arrival they have breakfast. 

Grade R Instructional time is 23 hrs in the Week. 

Each morning begins with oral activity with the 

children. They talk about the Day, Date, Weather 

Chart, Children’s Birthdays and any special event 

for the day. 

At this time the children share their news and 

speak about a picture or object as well as Daily 

sports, concerts and any topical events. 

The teacher tries to listen to every child’s news at 

least once every two weeks. 

After this morning ring, it is activities. 

One main activity and 2-3 supporting ones. 

They work in their books for 30 minutes, Maths, 

Number Sense, Hemel op Aarde and Grade R CAPS 

books along with painting. 

After that they do block play, fantasy play, puzzles 

and book corner. 

Then it’s the toilet routine and  Break Time. 

Then Free Play Time, outside, waterplay, balls, jun-

gle gym, sand play, swings and games. 

Then following this, its Story Time, Music and 

Computer time. 

Kagiso Readers and Reading Eggs Literacy pro-

grammes . 

Then it is Lunch  Time followed by Rest and Sleep, 

which they really need after a full day. 

Then its Play Time and then the journey home. 

MATHS WALL 

HOME LANGUAGE WALL THEME WALL 

 LIFE SKILLS WALL 



EASTER 2019 

All the Classes have been very busy with their 

Easter themes as you can see. We then had an 

Easter Egg Hunt for each class which was lots of 

fun. 

INFANT CLASS CARDS 

END OF THE EASTER EGG HUNT ALL 

FOUND 

WHERE ARE THEY 

EYES CLOSED WHILST THE EGGS ARE HIDDEN 

FULL CONCENTRATION 

GETTING READY 

 

IN THE CLASSROOM DRAWING COMPLETED 

INFANT CLASS  

STILL LOOKING 



It has been a great start to our year with over 101 

children at the school. This compares to 82 last 

year. We have moved some teachers around with 

Natasha now looking after the 3-4 year olds and 

Abigail the RR Class 4-5 Year olds. 

Kelly has joined Mearle in the Reception Class. 

The introduction of the Reception Class has in-

volved a lot of paperwork, preparation and oranisa-

tion. A big thank you to Mearle.  

Kelly has started an online teaching degree which 

the school is funding, we are extremely pleased 

that she is doing this. 

We are delighted that Ashlin has joined us from 

Boland College to do her Educare Practical at Brak 

en Jan for the next eighteen months. She has 

settled in extremely well and is a real asset to the 

Reception Class and School. 

Christy, our driver is leaving at the end of the April 

and we are busy recruiting a driver to replace him. 

We have had our first outing at The Giraffe House 

and are busy organising at least two more outings 

for the current year. We will spread out our outings 

over a two year period so the both the R and RR 

Classes attend all of them. 

A big thank you to The Hannover Hohes Ufer Club 

for their donation which we have put towards our 

new Wendy house which will be installed in May . 

Thanks also to Hemel Op Aarde, Somerset College 

and The Learning Initiative for their support, it 

makes a huge difference. 

A final thank you to all our Sponsors both large and 

small who donate, fresh food, clothes, toys, sta-

tionery and resources. To Chempac and The Thom-

as Family Trust who boost the salaries of our teach-

ers which makes such a huge difference. 

To all our Parents, please continue to support the 

School and your children. 

Together we can make a big difference to their    

future lives.  

FINALLY 

NATASHA, NICOLETTE, MEARLE, ABIGAIL,  

CHALENE AND IRMA 

REST TIME 

TWO  OF OUR WONDERFUL SPONSORS 

AND VISITORS  

DANCING WITH OUR ROTARY EXCHANGE 

STUDENT 

Sabine 

with Chil-

dren 

wearing 

Clothes 

that were 

donated 

by her 

friends 
VERY HAPPY CHILDREN 


