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CHILDREN WITH GIFTS FROM OUR VISITORS 

Chairman’s Report.  End of Year 

2018. What an exciting year  for Brak en Jan Creche 

and Pre-school 

Six teachers and two housekeeping staff members 

started the year with 81 children and classes filled 

to capacity. 

With the continued support of Masikhule, Rotary, The 

Click Foundation, Chempak, The Thomas Family Trust 

and other sponsors   the adventure started. At the 

core the learning experience were theme packs, from 

Masikhule, Kagiso Readers from Rotary, as well as the 

on-line Reading Eggs Program (for which Laptops and 

Chromebooks were kindly donated) The teachers en-

joyed the support of and training by the different 

sponsors. Outings to the Helderberg Nature Reserve 

and Cheetah outreach were adding to the spice of 

Brak en Jan School life. Hunger pains were kept at bay 

with ongoing sponsorships. 

Occupational therapists: Amy and Suzelle  (from the 

Learning Initiative) assisted in early detection of learn-

ing and other problems children may have and helped 

them to deal with and overcome it. Their report was 

positive, with all children, assisted by them, reaching 

their goals as set out at the beginning of the year. 

The newly elected Board of Governors commenced 

their duties in March 2018 

The inspection visit from Department of Social Devel-

opment, proved to be positive and valuable, with no-

ticeable improvements to the administrative   side of 

the school. 

Courses, like Masikhule training and First Aid courses 

were attended by the teachers to better equip them 

for the task at hand. The parents were treated to a 

Care-Up course to be able to assist the children at 

home. It was well loved and enjoyed by all attending. 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS 

FRIENDS AND PARTNERS 



Rainwater harvesting and greywater recycling 

were valuable additions to the school environ-

ment. Later in the year a Bizhub printer were 

made available to the school as a sponsorship 

deal with Diverso. Improvements to the rest of 

the school followed. 

In June a well attended fundraiser, Winter 

Wonderland Fashion Show, with the beautiful 

children of Brak en Jan Creche as models, 

raised: R8800.00. 

Sponsors, supporters, as well as the farm own-

ers (where the children come from) were invit-

ed to a brunch, in October, to give them an idea 

of what they are investing in and as a small to-

ken of appreciation. 

The bus, generously sponsored by Mercedes, 

were brought to a standstill in August. A fair 

deal of inconvenience followed for parents and 

the staff alike, for which we sincerely apologise, 

the absence of a required permit being the rea-

son.  A local transport agent assisted, which we 

appreciate a lot. We are looking forward to 

have the bus up and running again in 2019. 

 
 

New initiatives to look forward to in 2019 are 

(amongst others): Hemel op Aarde Project, 

which will assist with a combined literacy/

numeracy/life skills program, a reading club 

with learners from Somerset College Primary 

School, Xoli is going to introduce a worm farm, 

a vegetable garden is going to be established 

and two visiting students from Germany will be 

welcomed in August. 

A heartfelt thank you to all our sponsors, sup-

porters, teachers and rest of the staff, board 

members, parents and volunteers for all your 

love and support (financially, time, effort and 

so much more). Without your generosity this 

wonderful opportunity would not have been 

available to the amazing children  of Brak en 

Jan Creche and Pre School. Glory be to God. 

Christa de Freitas—Chairman—November 2018 

Our new Landscaped Garden and Entrance to 

Brak en Jan with our beautiful Helderberg     

mountain in the background 

Chairman’s Report (Cont) 

Our water harvesting system at the front of 

the building for our washing machine. 

Speck boom Trees from Helderberg Sunrise Rotary 



 

Our New Library and Computer Room  

Now beautifully painted inside with inspirational messages — such a peaceful learning room 

SPONSOR DAY PHOTO WITH SOME CHILDREN 

Christa, Robert, Bernd, Mearle and the chil-

dren. Chanelle Mwato, Allessandro Stefanus, 

Shiloh Visagie,  Mechay Smith. 



End of the year report from The  

Learning Initiative—November 2018 

The Learning Initiative (TLI) has now al-

most completed our year at Brak en Jan. 

On the 31st of October we had our last 

Brak en Jan group and each child re-

ceived a certificate. We are so proud of 

the children and how far they have 

come. Most have shown great strides in 

learning their basic concepts (colours, 

shapes, numbers and body parts) as 

well as in their behaviour and ability to 

follow instructions.  

We have just completed our post 

testing process which entails redoing 

tests that we did at the beginning of the 

year. This allows us to see if the children 

have made progress and if our program 

is making a difference. Almost every 

child has shown improvement and many 

of the children are now reaching the 

correct developmental milestone for 

their age. For those children in our 

group who still require additional help 

to ensure they will cope in a main-

stream classroom, they have or will be 

referred to the community Occupational 

Therapist.  

We are very excited to be continuing 

our program at Brak en Jan next year. 

We will start groups with the new 4-5 

years olds in 2019. We cannot wait to 

work alongside Natasha, Mearl and the 

Brak en Jan team again. 

Amy Bartlet (Occupational Therapist) 

and Suzelle Witbooi (Assistant) 



Visit to Cheetah Outreach—November 2018 

Abigail and Natasha’s two classes went 

to the Cheetah Outreach in November 

2018. This was part of one of their 

themes that they had during the winter 

months. 

They first had a talk by a lady from the 

centre’s classroom all about the Chee-

tah. This included many photographs, 

statistics and videos as well as the dan-

ger that they face in the wild. 

She then spoke about the Turkish Anato-

lian Shepherd dog which farmers are 

using to protect their livestock and keep 

cheetahs and predators away. 

The children then went on a walk about 

to see the many animals including Adult 

and Young Cheetahs, Serval, Caracal and 

Black Backed Jackal. 

It was a wonderful experience for them. 

We have posted a number of photos of 

the visit on our Website. 

Natasha’s Class 

ABIGAIL’S CLASS 

IN THE CLASSROOM 

Abigail’s Class 

In the classroom 

 



AGM—Principle’s Report 2018  

2018 has been a really busy year with 

lots of activities happening at Brak en 

Jan . 

Firstly I would like to give a big thanks 

to all the sponsor, friend’s, parents 

and teachers at Brak en Jan. You are 

the people who help us make a suc-

cess of Brak en Jan. Without the help 

of our parent and sponsors a lot of 

children would not even have had an 

opportunity to attend a pre-school. 

A lot has happened  this year, for ex-

ample artificial grasses, the new and 

exciting look you see when you come 

in by the gate, just seem to amaze us 

all the time. The name in front is now 

creche and pre-school. The new wen-

dy house that was done and the new 

design in the library as well as the 

computer room. The 4-5 year olds 

are working with the occupational 

therapists. 

A big thank you to Masikhule for the 

Theme bags that we collect on a reg-

ular basis and move through the 

classrooms.  

I would also like to thank Sabine for 

visiting the creche for the week in 

October to come and work with the 

children. 

Graduation photos will be taking 

place tomorrow November 22nd. 

Our debutant ball as well as the grad-

uation will be taking place December 

2nd at Firgrove Primary School. 

Finally a big thank you to all the new-

ly elected board of governors for 

make a big difference. 

Mearle. 

Art work on the clown theme from the Masikhule 

“Circus” theme bag from the    Teacher Resource Library 

1 –2 Year Olds 

Older Children 

Clowns coloured in by the children and cut out by Kelly 

Boxes painted/constructed 

Natasha’s Circus Theme Table 

Kelly’s 

Class 



SPONSORS VISIT TO BRAK EN JAN 

Brak en Jan welcomed Sponsors for a visit on Oct 12th., this was followed by a brunch for the guests at 

L’Auberge, Raithby. 

Bernd Holtkamp, our inspiration and  who made it all happen was there to outline the history of the 

Creche.  This was followed by a tour of the school and all the facilities. We were proud to show them 

all the progress  that Brak en Jan has made these past few years and in particular the last twelve 

months.  

We were delighted that Paul Kempton Jones (Chempac), Hennie du Toit (Diverso CEO), Ettiene Botha 

(Diverso) , Else DE Jongh (Masikhule) as  well as Sally Raats (Longride Wine Estate) and a number of 

Sunrise Rotary Club Members were there. 

Marianne from the Netherlands reading to the 

children on her visit in November. We would 

love to have more friends to do the same. It is 

such a wonderful experience for the Children 

and Reader. It takes less than thirty minutes and 

Raithby and the school is a very safe place to 

visit. Just contact Mearle. 

ONE OF OUR VISITORS—READING TO THE CHILDREN 

WE MADE THE FRONT PAGE HEADLINES OF THE LOCAL GAZETTE NEWSPAPER 

PLEASE COME AND READ TO THE CHILDREN                

YOU WILL LOVE IT 



Annual General Meeting November 21st 2018 

Christa de Freitas opened the AGM by thanking the 

board and all the parents that have attended.  Thank 

you to the young boy who said to his father when he 

got back from work, “You must go to the school now, 

now Dad” 

Christa  presented her very informative report  (See 

this newsletter) . She urged parents to join the New 

Parent Teachers Association as well as have two mem-

bers on our board.  

This was followed by Mearle and her review of the 

year.  

Gideon Wagner (Treasurer) then presented the finan-

cial report.  The Year ending March 2018. Income 

showed a big increase in School Fees as well as major 

sponsorship towards Staff Salaries as well as sponsor-

ship for a number of capital items. (Kitchen refurbish-

ment, Laptops and Chromebooks, the New Library, 

sandpit covering and artificial grass for large sections 

of the playground). In expenditure we had a big in-

crease in Staff costs  (which were subsidised by spon-

sorship). 

He then outlined the performance of the school May-

October 2018 (Seven months) compared to the Budget 

Forecast and Previous Year. There has been a large de-

crease in Fees collected, a major concern. 

Gideon emphasised that The School is a Partnership 

involving the Parents-Teachers-Board and Sponsors 

and urged Parents to do all that they can to support 

the school with their children’s fees . The Brak en Jan 

Board, Teachers and Sponsors are trying to give the 

children the very best pre-school education that is 

available in the area and need every support possible 

from the parents. 

He ended by stating that the financial state of the 

school, the staff wages and children’s welfare are 

down to incredible sponsorship from Chempac, The 

Thomas Family Trust and substantial personal dona-

tions. 

Brak en Jan would be unable to exist in it’s present 

state without these donations and support. 

Happy Faces !!! 



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SCHOOL 

Many friends of the School ask us about sponsor-

ship opportunities. As mentioned before we have 

friends of Brak en Jan sponsoring fresh fruit, vege-

tables and meat on a regular basis. We also have 

major sponsors who make a huge difference to 

the Teachers salaries.  

Other opportunities are available. 

Crayons— Colouring Pencils - Paper 

( We are always in need of these) 

Tracker System for the Bus—R5.5K  pa 

Security—R4.2K pa. 

Insurance—R17K pa. 

Wi-Fi—R599 per month 

Phone Line R3K pa. 

Gas/Elec  R6.5K Pa 

If anyone would like to sponsor one of these 

please contact  Mearle at the School 

brakenjancreche@gmail.com 

We make a living by what we get 

We make a life by what we give  

Winston Churchill 

Class photos at Blue Train Day 

A HUGE THANK YOU 

FROM ALL THE BRAK EN JAN CHIL-



STATEMENT OF STRATEGIC INTENT 

(a) VISION:   

 In the Helderberg Basin, we aim to be recognised as a leading provider of 

 nurturing care for our toddlers and a leading provider of a quality pre-primary ed-

ucation for our pre-schoolers.   In providing nurturing care, our emphasis is on 

love, intellectual stimulation, physical development and nutrition 

 (b) MISSION: 

Core Purpose :  Our core purpose is to ensure that our learners are ready for 

school and are equipped to start fulfilling their individual potential 

Core Strategies:  In order to fulfil our Vision and to carry out our core purpose, 

we will: 

* provide educational and social development services to children between 

1 and 6 years old who live on neighbouring farms and in neighbouring ar-

eas.  

* evaluate and monitor our activities to ensure that the highest standards 

are maintained. 

* reflect the multicultural and multilingual nature of the surrounding commu-

nity in everything we do 

* provide balanced meals 

* provide appropriate educational and accommodation facilities and ensure 

that they are well maintained 

* meet the norms and standards of education as laid down by the Western 

Cape Department of Education 

* provide a safe, stimulating and caring environment to the children in our 

care. 

* provide an educational experience that promotes social, emotional, physi-

cal and cognitive development that fosters a solid foundation for lifelong 

success. 

* give parents peace of mind through transparency in our programs and 

daily activities, good communication and partnership in the best interests 

of the child 

* welcome and promote community and parental  involvement, interest in, 

and support for, our institution. 

* prioritise staff development and training 

Core Values 

Honesty  

Respect for children, staff, families and the community 

Quality of education and quality of services. 

Brak en Jan’s New Constitution was agreed at the AGM in November 2018 



On November 28th Brak en Jan went to the Blue Train (owned by Seapoint Rotary Club) 

at Mouille Point in Cape Town. They had a fantastic time on the train and all the activi-

ties there.  Here are a few photos, more will be available on the Website. 



End of Year Function and Graduation December 2018 

A huge thank you to Mearle, and the Teachers for the great production that they put together, which 

was at Firgrove Primary School, in front of a full house of Parents, Siblings, Friends and Sponsors. It 

was a huge challenge this year with no power for the first half, the teachers were amazing in the way 

they managed the crisis. The afternoon opened with the whole school  singing  Michael Jackson’s “We 

are the World”. Each class then performed several dances, we then had three of the children reading 

from the Kagiso Readers, Certificates  were then presented to three children from each class for out-

standing achievement. One child who arrived in January with no Afrikaans , received his for not only 

learning but also reading Afrikaans by the end of the year. We then had the graduation of Class R 

learners. They were presented with their certificates by their parents, a lovely touch. The afternoon 

ended with the Children receiving their Santa boxes which had been donated by friends of Brak en 

Jan. Thank you so much. Here are some photographs, more will be on the WEBSITE. 


