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Welcome to Brak en Jan’s 14th Newsletter. What a year it has been. 

In this edition, we have news from Christa, our 

Chairman and a message from Mearle. 

We also have an end of year report from Chantal 

from The Learning Initiative “Blocks for Growth”  

programme.  

We started off the year with 106 children with five 

classrooms and eight full time teachers. Three    

students from Boland College also joined us for 

their work experience. 

                                                                               

 

This year Mearle decided to split the 1-3 year 

olds into two classes. As a result we had five 

classes . 

This was working extremely well and the children 

making great progress.  

The top two classes were benefitting from the 

Hemel Op Aarde Programme and Brombacher 

Number Sense  workbooks. 

They had not started on the Kagiso Books and Reading Eggs programme. 

Then Covid-19 hit us at the end of March.                

The immediate priority was to ensure that the     

children and their families received food parcels, 

these were arranged and delivered. Initially being  

made up from a full stockroom of food, this was            

subsequently  replenished and we thank our        

donors for the funds that enabled us to deliver      

further food during this time. 

Brak en Jan  delivered the children’s work books to 

the parents so that they could work on them at 

home as well as sending work digitally via What’s 

App on a regular basis. The Learning Initiative also 

provided work for the children that they were looking 

after earlier in the year. 

Thankfully, in spite of the pandemic, children were 

able to return to school, initially Grade R and then 

the rest of the children. 

A huge amount of work was required to get the 

School ready for the children. We thank our       

sponsors and donors who helped us fund the materials required.  We had a visit from the local    

authority and they commended us on our preparedness for the children’s return, even bringing   

other principles to see. We have recently re-upholstered the Bus seats as it was difficult sanitizing 

the cloth seat material, now it is much easier and safer. 

 

RECEPTION CLASS 

INFANT CLASS 1-2 YEARS 

GRADE RR 4-5 YEARS 



 

We have also recently  increased the size of our Reception Classroom to meet the space       

requirements for thirty children, at the same time we 

had a donation of some panels from a Helderberg 

Sunrise Rotary Club Rotarian, Anton Lubbe, this       

enabled us to make a further small room in the open 

area where the children used to eat. They now eat in 

their classrooms. 

At the same time we enclosed an area by the Infant 

Classroom, this has enabled us to put three cots in,  

giving more room for our two to three year olds. 

A huge thank you to Bosch Hytec, their donation as well as the Rotary panels enabled this to 

happen. 

Sadly the children have had no outings this year. Last 

year at this time, we had a wonderful visit to the Blue 

Train in Cape Town and a great End of Year function. 

This year the Graduation will take place outdoors on 

the Stoep at Brak en Jan with only parents of the     

children, looking from a social distance, we look        

forward to getting back to normal next year! 

Mearle has organised Santa Boxes for all the children 

at Brak en Jan and also at 

Raithby Primary School below us, the first time they have received 

them. 

This week, the children had another  wonderful surprise, Santa Claus   

visited from Somerset College with arms full of Christmas gifts for the 

Reception Class children including a new pair of shoes. They also      

provided us with material for the New Year, they are such brilliant    

sponsors. Also a big thank you  to Ingrid Edelson and the Helderberg 

Rotary Ann’s for all the gifts to the children during the year 

Sabine and our German sponsors have been very concerned about the 

children over the holiday period and have donated large funds which will 

be used for Food Parcels, one will be delivered before Christmas and 

further ones in the New Year. Mearle, the Teachers and Arno our driver 

will deliver them to the parents, this will make a huge difference at this 

time of the year, where so many people are out of work and hungry. 

 

OPENING OF NEW CLASSROOM 

ENLARGED            

INFANT           

CLASSROOM 

WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS BOXES FROM SOMERSET COLLEGE FOR OUR GRADUATION CLASS. 



It has been a hugely difficult period for the Children and   

Teachers at Brak en Jan. I am pleased to say that we were able 

to maintain the teachers salaries throughout the year. Mearle 

has been at Brak en Jan for thirty one years, Natasha fifteen 

years and Abigail was once one of Brak en Jan’s  children 

many years ago. We must thank our many sponsors who      

enabled us to reward this loyalty and dedication. We have     

fantastic passionate teachers as well as a wonderful driver    

Arno, and maintenance man, Collins. We are so blessed. 

It is very sad that so many ECD teachers in South Africa         

received no salaries during the pandemic lockdown.  

We have only received 50% of our children back, nationally it is 

nearer 15%.  There are a variety of reasons, Covid-19 risk,   

siblings not going to school and looking after the parent’s     

children but without doubt it is mainly due to lack of finance.   

Our fees are incredibly low, bearing in mind that we also 

transport the children but even that doesn’t help. It is difficult to 

explain the impact of missing School and not having Early Child 

Development to some of the very concerned parents. 

We have been in contact with all the parents and are very     

hopeful of getting many more back to school after the holidays. 

The early years are the most important of a child’s life, we must 

get them back ! 

Loriane from “Foothills” vineyard, paid us a visit and took some 

wonderful photos. The wine estate is in Raithby and she had 

never been. We must spread the word. We received a gift of Christmas Cards from a Rotary friend 

and all the children enjoyed making cards for their parents. 

It was wonderful that our amazing Sponsor and dear friend, In spite of the pandemic , Sabine was 

able to visit us at the end of November. She and her friends are so generous. 

A Big Thank You to our sponsors who provide us with Fruit, Vegetables, Meat as well as the 

weekly sandwiches that we receive, it makes such a BIG DIFFERENCE ! 

We will be enlarging our Vegetable garden over the holiday period and look forward to showing 

you the results in the coming year. It is important that we try and become more self sufficient. 

Finally we are so happy that all the Staff and Children stayed well and safe during this terrible 

time, we pray that they all stay well over the holidays and throughout next year. 

Enjoy the Newsletter and photos.     Editor Robert Fraser 

ONE OF THE CARDS 

 SABINE 



 

Chairman’s Report. 

At the end of 2020 we reflect on an extraordinary year. 

With great enthusiasm, anticipation and classes filled     

with eager children’s faces Brak en Jan Creche and  

Pre -School started off in January. COVID 19 took the  

world by storm and on 27/3/2020 South Africa went  

into level 5 lockdown. Virtually everything grinded to a  

halt for the next 5 weeks. 

The children were dearly missed even though regular     

contact were maintained by the teachers via Watts  

app messages. 

At the end of August the first group of children were     

welcomed back and in September the rest followed.  

The adventure of the new normal began! Health  

screening, wearing a mask, social distancing (a really  

difficult one to master), regular hand washing and     

sanitizing of both the hands and environment were  

part and parcel of the daily routine. What a delight the  

little ones were in their acceptance of this brand new  

reality! It was so lovely to have them back!! Roughly  

half of the children that started the year at Brak en Jan                   

returned to school after lockdown. 

Brak en Jan has been blessed by many donations,  

from Somerset College, Rotary, Chempac,  The Thomas 

Trust Fund, individuals and others in this time of  

turmoil. This enabled the staff to assist families in  

need with food parcels and to establish a safe                

environment for the returning children.  



 

A heartfelt thank you to each and everyone who donated  

time, prayers, funds, food, assistance and so much more.  

Without you it would not have been possible to have the Brak  

en Jan family united again. In the words of Henry Ford on  

teamwork:” Coming together is a beginning, keeping together  

is progress, working together is success” 

Two classrooms were extended and a third were donated  

during 2020. It was a great help with the social distancing of the new normal. Please visit the  

school to have a look at it. 

For those who wondered what a day in the life of a Brak en Jan pupil in the new normal 

looks like, it is roughly something like this: 

 Health screening and mask before entering the sanitized bus 

 Bus trip to school 

 Screening on entering the school grounds and sanitizing again and 

 regularly throughout  the day, as well as hand washing.   

 Social distancing on the way to, in the classroom and on the 

 school grounds 

 Breakfast and lunch with specially marked utensils is enjoyed in 

 the classrooms 

 Each child has his/her own marked treasure chest with learning 

 tools for his/her own use during teaching time. 

 Playtime outside is restricted to a limited amount of children at any 

 moment in time. 

Rest time on sanitized mattresses with social distancing 

in place concludes the day  

Sanitizing and screening before the sanitized bus is 

boarded for the trip home 

Thank you so much to the Brak 

en Jan staff, friends, sponsors, 

donors, board members and    

parents who  assist the children 

in having roots which give them 

wings to reach their full  potential 

in these challenging times. 

 

May you and your loved ones all enjoy a blessed festive season and a 

prosperous new year. 

Stay safe. Stay healthy. 

Kind regards, 

Christa de Freitas 

Chairman Board of Governors. 

LEARNING HYGIENE SKILLS  

SOCIALLY DISTANCED 

IN THE 

CLASSROOM 



FROM MEARLE 

The year 2020 will go down in History as an abnormal year but through all 

the challenges God has carried the staff and children of Brak en Jan Cre-

che and Pre-School. We just held on Psalm 23. 

I have so much to be thankful for. Thank you to all the sponsors for help-

ing us in 2020, the Executive Board and the parents that supported the 

school. It was good to know that despite of difficult decisions and chal-

lenges we had parents that backed us. 

As always we want to congratulate the Pre-Scholars that will be   leaving 

to start their Primary School Academic Year 2021. It has been a privilege 

for us to have been part of their foundation years. 

Vision of the future. 

With the help of God, we hope to keep on investing in our children and 

create a safe environment for them. We will also try to be Beacon of Light 

and Hope in this dark world. 

I look forward to 2021 “God Being My Helper 

Shalom 

Mearle Hendricks 

Principal 

END OF YEAR BOOK 

FULL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

OUR GRADE R CLASS LEARNERS  WE ARE VERY PROUD OF THEM 

MORE WORKBOOKS TO TAKE HOME TO PARENTS AT END OF YEAR.                        

ONE PRE-COVID ONE POST-COVID— THEY ARE BOTH FULL !  

    GRADE RR—4-5  YEAR OLDS 

ONE OF OUR 3-4 

YEAR OLDS 

CHRISTMAS BOX FROM 

SOMERSET COLLEGE 



LEARNING INITIATIVE’S BLOCKS 4 

GROWTH PROGRAMME AT            

BRAK EN JAN 2020 

 

In February 2020 we handed out consent forms for our 

B4G programme and were excited for the year ahead. We soon started assessing the children 

on their gross motor skills, fine motor skills, emotional regulation, numeracy, literacy, verbal ex-

pression, reasoning and basic concepts. 

Based on the test results, we could see which children would bene-

fit the most from being part of B4G. Eighteen children were identi-

fied and they were divided into two groups that we saw twice a 

week for 45 minutes. The groups were run by an Occupational 

Therapist and a facilitator. In the groups, the children were         

stimulated in different areas of development in order to help them 

improve their performance in the classroom and beyond. 

On 20th March we terminated our sessions due to the nationwide 

lockdown. During lockdown, resource packs were filled with items to 

stimulate the children at home. The resource packs also included 

parents wellness booklets to help the parents cope with the        

challenges that they faced. The teachers were contacted weekly to 

provide them with the necessary support. 

On October 4th we resumed our groups ! Only 12 children 

from our groups returned to school but we could work in-

tensively with them. To abide strictly to Covid-19 policies 

we adapted our intervention with them by offering more 

groups with fewer children so that social distancing was 

possible. 

We also supported the teachers and other children within 

the classroom. This was an exciting new addition to the 

programme and proved beneficial. 

In November we post-tested a few children, while groups 

continued once a week. Parents and teachers will receive a report on the progress the children 

made. 

As the year comes to an end, we wish Brak en Jan School         

community a lovely holiday and blessed festive season. 

We look forward to working     

together again in 2021. 

Chantal Morgendal.  

Occupational Therapist/Program 

Implementer 

PHOTOS OF CHILDREN    

RECEIVING THEIR         

CERTIFICATES AT THE 

END OF YEAR 



 

            END OF YEAR CHILDRENS PARTY 

This year due to Covid the Children had parties in their classrooms. Each Teacher organised their own for 

the class. Many of the parents made cakes and children also brought items. Each child apart from Grade R 

were able to take home a bag of groceries as well as a Santa Shoebox.  It was a wonderful morning, a huge 

thank you to the teachers and parents. They finished the party off with ice cream which they loved. 

THEIR PHOTO ON     

GIFT BOX 

GROCERIES FOR THE FAMILY 
SANTA SHOEBOX FOR EACH CHILD 



GRADUATION DECEMBER 12th 2020 

The last few years the Graduation Ceremony has been the highlight of our End of Year function, 

held at Firgrove Primary School. This year due to Covid-19 we had to hold it at Brak en Jan. 

The Stoep was laid out with lots of socially spaced chairs for the Parents and Siblings of the   Grad-

uates. The ceremony opened with addresses from Mearle and a Prayer from one of the  parents. 

Then the children proudly walked onto the area in front of the stoep.  

Each Graduate said a few words, thanking their parents and the teachers as well as telling us their 

ambition. A proud parent gave them their Graduation Pack and later they received their Santa 

Shoeboxes as well as a Grocery pack for the family. 

They then went onto the trampoline and threw their caps into the air. It was a wonderful afternoon, 

we wish them all the best in their coming years. We will miss them ! 





 

We are very proud of the Teachers and Graduates this year. They 

all worked so hard to make up for the lost months.  

We wish the children all the very best in their Primary Schools, that 

they continue to work hard and fulfil their potential. They have had 

a wonderful foundation, let them dream and realise that everything 

in life is possible for them. 



            

 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR 

SPONSORS AND THE FRIENDS 

OF BRAK EN JAN WHO DO SO 

MUCH FOR THE CHILDREN 

WITH  DONATIONS  - FRESH 

FOOD - CLOTHES—MASKS 

BOOKS—MORAL SUPPORT-

COMPASSION AND LOVE ! 

“We make a living by 

what we get, but we 

make a life by what 

we give” 

 

Winston Churchill 

 

THANK YOU  


