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CHILDREN WITH GIFTS FROM OUR VISITORS 

 

FAMILY WITH GIDEON,MEARLE AND CHRISTA 

DIGGING THE TRENCH 

 

NATASHA 

PART OF THE PACKS 

COMING TOGETHER 

In our April 2020 Newsletter we reported that Brak en Jan was doing 

tremendously well. We had 107 children attending, the most we have 

ever had, we had five classrooms and eight staff as well as two trainees 

from Boland College. At the time our main issue had been getting our 

electricity supply upgraded (We still await the new meter box but all the 

cabling is ready). We had just had a very successful Family Sports Day in 

Raithby at the end of February, Somerset College Children had been to 

read to our children and delivered books for them, The Learning Experi-

ence were ready to work with our 4-5 year olds and the Reading Eggs 

Computer program was about to start with our R Class as well as the 

Kagiso Readers. Number Sense books and The  Hemel op Aarde       

workbooks were in full use, (Many were delivered to the children during 

lockdown– so that they could work on them at home) The Class Daily       

Programmes all organised and were in full swing with two teachers in 

our R and RR Classes  and with great teacher support in the other      

classes.  

We were flying on all cylinders……….. Life could not be better. ……...then 

COVID-19 Struck.  

Little did we know that the three week lockdown for the children would 

extend into August. That for many of our children, education became 

secondary to the plague of Covid-19.  Many of the families had no in-

come and as a result were running out of food. One of the issues that 

Brak en Jan has is that the vast majority are transported to the school by our bus rather than walking. So 

it wasn't possible for the children to walk to the school to receive their food. However, we did send food 

parcels to those families in need, others were supported by local feeding programmes.   We emptied 

and refilled our stockroom to fill the par-

cels and were able  to add face masks, 

books (kindly donated by Sandi Theron 

and Kirstie Doig, 

Somerset College 

Mums) as well as 

warm hats. A Big 

Thank  you to 

Mearle and the 

staff for organis-

ing. 

 

BOOKS and MASKS FROM 

SANDI AND KIRSTIE 

ONLY A FEW IN R CLASS 

SOCIAL        

DISTANCING 



In July Grade R children were able to return to school under strict pro-

tocols, however only a fraction of the class attended, we believe that 

financial constraints as well as a fear of the virus had a big impact. 

Christa, our Chairman outlines how we prepared for the arrival of our 

children as well as the wonderful support and sponsorship we re-

ceived.  We all know how difficult life is in South Africa but the way 

that people come together with such passion, spirit, dedication and 

enthusiasm is INSPIRING. 

In August our Creche children were able to come back and it is great 

that over 30% attended, however Grade R was shut down until later in 

the month. 

The outlook for ALL ECD’s going forward is uncertain and Brak en Jan is 

no exception. Will ECD’s get all children back by September, will the 

parents be able to pay the fees, will ECD’s be able to continue to afford 

all the teacher salaries as well as expenses going forward.  

We have wonderful Friends, Supporters and Sponsors at Brak en Jan as 

do many other ECD’s and Creche’s. Brak en Jan’s board will move heav-

en and earth to maintain the standards that we had reached in March 

2020.   

As Nelson Mandela said “   Education is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world. ... The power 

of education extends beyond the development of skills we need for eco-

nomic success. It can contribute to nation-building and reconciliation”,  

the first four years of a Child’s Life is the most important. Our children 

have suffered hugely from the lack of education and support as well as 

the connection with other children and the LOVE that they receive from 

the Brak en Jan Family. 

CRECHE BACK 

WITH SOME TEACHERS 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

SNACKS 



I hope to find you well and want to share some of the blessings Brakenjan Creche has experienced. 

Since my last note the lockdown regulations has been eased to level 3 and the Gr. R’s could return to 

school on July the 6th 2020. 

With the Brakenjan Creche garden a true inspiration 

after the good winter rains, preparations were done 

according to prescriptions from the Department of 

Education and DSD. 

The whole school has been sanitized under the guid-

ance of Blue Mountain Hygiene. A heartfelt thank you 

to Mrs Kirsty Doig (Parent Somerset College) who initi-

ated the contact with Blue Mountain Hygiene and 

Mrs. Sandi Theron and other parents from Somerset 

College, who graciously offered to sponsor the sanitiz-

ing products and equipment as well as the teacher training (including daily dis-

infection schedule and so much more) given by Ms. Lauren  Scott—Rodger of 

Blue Mountain Hygiene. 

FROM CHRISTA—OUR BOARD CHAIRMAN 

Classrooms which used to beam with activities, equipment and posters were 

stripped to the bare essentials and tables for the children were spaced 1.5m 

apart as prescribed. The classrooms look so empty! Individual plastic boxes for 

each child with their crayons, play dough, beans for counting and other neces-

sary things were assembled by the teachers, all marked with their names and 

placed on their marked tables. Their eating utensils followed the same pro-

cess. 

Notices were put up to promote the wearing of a mask, hand washing and so-

cial distancing as well as other relevant COVID19 information. 

The screening station on the stoep close to the entrance were prepared with 

the necessary documents handy as well as the infrared thermometer and 

hand sanitizer. 

Next stop the bus. Sanitized from corner to corner, documentation ready for 

screening before the children enter the bus as well as the infrared thermome-

ter, some kiddies masks donated to Brakenjan and the personal- and hand 

sanitizer on board to sanitize everyone before entering the bus, the bus was 

ready to roll. 

 



Eight of the Gr. R’s returned to school and were exemplary in wearing masks and 

their hand washing and social distancing. Special attention 

from the teachers made this a time with great value for the 

children. Unfortunately by July 24, 2020 the decision was 

made by the government that they could no longer come to 

school. We will miss them and look forward to their return 

on the 24th of August. 

The next week DSD announced, to our delight, that the 

younger children could return to school! 

Brakenjan Creche and the bus, being sanitized everyday, indi-

vidual boxes ready to get a name on it and a table waiting to 

be used, everything was ready to welcome them back. Twen-

ty two children from one to five years old returned to school. 

The younger children also impressed us with their willingness 

to adapt. Wednesdays turned into a special treat day for 

them with the kind donation of masks, sandwiches and fruit 

by the neighbours of a Helderberg Sunrise Rotary  member. 

School days are now only until 13h00 similar to what the 

Gr.R’s experienced. 

Mearle, our hard working principal, did a course presented 

by Masikhule while all this was happening. Kelly, one of the 

teachers, is working hard on her studies to get her qualifica-

tion to be an acknowledged Gr. R teacher. 

Our children at home were not forgotten and because of 

the generosity of sponsors, supporters and friends of 

Brakenjan, more food parcels were delivered. The Whats 

App contact and homework sharing were maintained 

throughout. A heartfelt thank you to our teachers and other 

staff members, you are super stars. 

In conclusion I want to share a big thank you with every-

body: parents, board members, teachers, Masikhule, DSD, 

Dept. of Education, sponsors, supporters and friends for all 

your financial and or moral support, advice, time, food, 

masks and so much more. Without you, weathering the 

COVID19 storm would have been so much more difficult. 

God bless you. Stay safe.        Christa de Freitas. 

CONTAINERS 

FOR EACH 

CHILD 

SANDWICHES 



PRINCIPALS REPORT 
We have been closed for most of the lockdown , we made food parcels 

during lockdown and handed them out to 52 parents as well school 

work every second week we took work sheets and books to the kids. 

Big Thank you to Chantal from TLI and Taryn from Somerset College for 

sending us work. 

All staff members have done an online course with WHO .pn, on stand-

ard precautions on how to deal with Covid-19. 

During lockdown I have applied for Santa Shoeboxes for the kids, we did 

get a green light that we can expect boxes. 

We opened on August 3rd with 15 kids. 

Tuesday Aug 11th we have 21 kids , most of them will return in Septem-

ber when the weather is warmer. 

At this moment we are busy in three classes, with two children per ta-

ble. We are very grateful and happy for them to be back. 

Brigitte and her husband have donated money to buy food, so that we 

can make food parcels, thank you to both of them. 

Thank you for the sandwiches and the fruit the enjoyed it very much , 

thank  you to Somerset College who also donated some clothes , shoes, 

books, motorbike and some food. 

Thank you to  everybody for helping Bark en Jan, we really appreciate 

it. 

The staff at Brak en Jan would like to say thank you , for all your help 

during these hard ties, we are thankful, for all the sponsors, everyone 

who donated during the hard time.                                                                                                      

Mearle August  2020 

 



RELENSHING OUR 

FOOD STORE FOR FOOD 

PARCELS 
ONLY ONE CHILD ON OUR 

TRAMPOLINE ! 



            

 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS 

AND SPONSORS 

PARTICULARLY THE FRIENDS OF BRAK 

EN JAN WHO DO SO MUCH FOR THE 

CHILDREN WITH DONATIONS—FRESH 

FOOD - CLOTHES—MASKS—BOOKS—

MORAL SUPPORT—COMPASSION AND 

LOVE ! 

THANK YOU 


